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A. Alteration and Renovation of Existing Primary and Accessory Buildings  

1. Building Materials - Primary Surfaces 

a. General Information 

1) New and replacement materials should be consistent with those traditionally found on similar 

structures on the block, in the district, or of the same architectural style.   

2) Materials should be generally uniform over the structure. 

3) Materials should be used and applied in a traditional manner to convey historical visual 

appearance. 

4) Texture may be achieved by varying shapes and materials, such as fishscale shingles, sawtooth 

shingles, clapboard, etc. 

b. Cleaning 

1) Surfaces should be cleaned of dirt and sediment prior to repair and painting. 

2) Surfaces should be cleaned using the gentlest methods possible.  A garden hose and scrub-brush 

or broom is usually sufficient. 

3) Power washing may be used. However, a test patch is recommended to identify the pressure and 

distance necessary to clean without damaging the surface. 

4) Power washing is not intended as a method of paint removal.  Excessive pressure at close 

proximity gouges wood surfaces, raises grain, and promotes water infiltration. 

5) Sandblasting is strongly discouraged, as it erodes masonry surfaces and promotes greater water 

penetration into the structure. 

6) Prior to the use of chemical cleaner, the product should be applied to a small, inconspicuous test 

area. 

7) Stucco should be cleaned with mild detergent and a soft, natural bristle scrub-brush. 
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 c. Brick and Stone 

1) Original and early brick and stonework including masonry walls, foundations, chimneys, 

corbelling, cornices, arches, moldings, finials, fences, retaining walls, etc., when architecturally 

significant, should be retained and preserved. 

2) Missing or damaged brick should be replaced with brick of similar size, color, and texture. 

3) Brick bond (patterns) should be retained when brick is repaired or replaced. 

4) Repointing should only be undertaken to preserve the structural integrity or when excessive 

mortar damage is present. 

5) New mortar should match existing mortar in color, texture, profile, width, strength, and content; 

Portland Cement may be used in the following ratio: 2 parts lime, 1 part white Portland Cement, 

9 parts sand.  Grey Portland Cement is not recommended to avoid damaging existing brick from 

freezing and thaw process. 

 6) If brick has been painted, it should be repainted with latex paint, which allows the brick to expel 

moisture without damaging the paint surface. 

d. Stucco 

1) Avoid removal of original stucco. 

2) Repair stucco with a mixture duplicating the original as closely as possible in composition, 

color, texture, style, and character.  Do not point or repair stucco with a mortar of higher 

Portland cement content. 

3) Avoid applying a stucco finish to buildings and surfaces on which it would not match the 

original surface. 
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e. Siding 

1) General Information 

a) Retain original siding whenever possible. 

b) A layer of siding that has been installed over the original may be removed.  Care should be 

taken to minimize damage to the original material. 

c) Removal and disposal of asbestos siding should be done in accordance with standards 

established by the State of North Carolina Dept of Environment, Health, and Natural 

Resources. 

d) Siding should be installed in a horizontal manner unless historically different. 

2) Repair 

a) Repair or replace damaged siding by patching, splicing, or by reinforcing deteriorated 

sections with materials which duplicate the original as closely as possible in size, shape 

thickness, and texture. 

b) Epoxies may be used to maintain or repair original materials, thus ensuring the integrity of the 

historic material. 

3) Materials 

a) Clapboard, weatherboard, German lap siding, and other wood materials should be retained 

and preserved. 

b) Avoid the use of materials which are not architecturally compatible with buildings in the 

district. 

c) Rough-sawn wood, diagonally-oriented wood, or plywood siding is inappropriate in the 

historic district and is strongly discouraged. 

d) Application of another surface over existing siding is strongly discouraged. Unless it 

duplicates original appearance, the new surface may cover - or require removal of - 

architectural details and may cause damage or prevent the visual detection of damage to the 

structure. 

e) Siding on existing structures should be kept painted at all times to prevent the absorption of 

moisture. 

f) Smooth-surfaced siding is preferred. 

g) Vinyl siding may be used on new construction and existing structures provided it is of 

appropriate dimension. 

h) Asbestos siding on existing structures may be maintained. 

f. Metals 

1) Retain and preserve early metal features such as standing seam tin roofing, cornices, cresting, 

finials, balustrades, balconies, gutters, downspouts, fences, hardware, etc. 

2) Repair metal features by patching, splicing, consolidating, or by reinforcing deteriorated 

sections. 

3) When metal features are too deteriorated to repair, replace metal features in kind, matching style, 

detail, forms, shape, size, and material. 

2. Trim, Ornamentation, and Architectural Details  

a. Architectural features include, but are not limited to, decorative siding, cornices, brackets, lintels, 

brick patterns, friezes, soffit and fascia boards, moldings, corner boards, window and door 

surrounds, plaster ornamentation, tin ceilings, character defining spaces, elements, etc. 

b. Retain and preserve architectural features.  
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 c. If details known to have historic significance are missing, replacement with similar, compatible 

duplicates is encouraged. 

d. Incorporation of architectural elements which are appropriate to the style and which complement the 

structure and link it to surrounding properties is encouraged. 

 e. Use of ornamentation not traditionally found on buildings of the same style or within the district is 

discouraged. 

f. Consider the architectural significance of later additions and alterations and weigh their contribution 

to the building's character. 

 

 
3. Roofs 

a. General Information 

1) Retain original roof shape, size, lines, pitch, texture, and materials whenever possible. 

2) Changes to the roofline should be made on the rear of the structure and should not be visible 

from the street. 

3) Appurtenances such as spires, cupolas, and towers, when appropriate, can articulate the roofline 

and provide variety in height.  They should be used discriminately when documentation 

acknowledges they were originally used, and should be scaled to the building and streetscape. 

4) Replacement materials should be consistent with the building style.  Replace deteriorated roof 

coverings with materials that are appropriate in terms of size, shape, color, and texture. 

5) These materials, when appropriate, are acceptable: standing seam tin, pressed tin, metal shingles, 

asbestos, slate, synthetic slate, Ludovici tiles, clay tiles, and composition asphalt/fiberglass 

shingles.  

6) Retain and repair deteriorated rooftop features, such as dormers, chimneys, cornices, crests, slate 

and terra cotta tiles, brackets, and cupolas. 

7) Gutters and downspouts which prevent water infiltration and soil erosion are encouraged, and 

should be located so as not to obscure or damage architectural elements or details. 

8) Covering over of built-in gutters is discouraged. 
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b. Dormers  

1) Existing dormers should be 

maintained and preserved. 

2) Dormer windows should be retained 

and preserved. 

3) Existing dormers should not be 

enlarged on front elevations.   

4) When appropriate to the 

architectural style, dormers may be 

added to the primary Area of Visual 

Concern (AVC). 

5) Dormers may be added, changed, or 

removed from secondary and tertiary 

elevations with a certificate of 

appropriateness. 

6) Dormer windows, roofing, and 

facade materials should match that 

of the original building. 

 

 

c. Vents 

1) Gable vents should be maintained.  Installation of landscape fabric or screen wire on the interior 

is encouraged as a means to prevent birds and small animals from entering. 

2) Roof vents for increased attic circulation should be low profile  ridge vents. 

 

 4. Foundations and Structural Repairs  

a. Retain and preserve original form, pattern, color, and texture of historic foundations including 

decorative vents, grilles, lattice work, water tables, banding, etc. 

b. Foundations of infill or additions should match the original structure in height, materials and details. 

c. Concrete block or brick may be used for curtain walls between piers if recessed 1-2" behind the front 

plane of the piers. 

d. Concrete block piers should be sheathed in brick. 

e. Foundation access doors should be located on the side or rear of the building when feasible. 

 




